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Lorca's Blood Wedding is a classic of twentieth-century theatre. The story is based on a newspaper

fragment which told of a family vendetta and a bride who ran away with the son of the enemy family.

Lorca uses it to investigate the subjects which fascinated him: desire, repression, ritual, and the

constraints and commitments of the rural Spanish community in which the play is rooted. Ted

Hughes's version stays close in spirit and letter to the original Spanish. With marvellous directness,

he fuses Lorca's vision to his own, and the result is a powerful poetic text which captures all the

violence and pathos of the play for an English-speaking audience.
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Lorca is often called the 20th century's greatest Spanish dramatist, and his skill with poetry in

images of knives, sex, love, blood, horses and the moon illuminates this English translation. While

my knowledge of Spanish is limited, the conflict of a Bride longing for but yet resisting another man

who has already fathered a child by his Wife is poignantly portrayed in this version. The other man

(Leonardo) rides a horse nearly to death, and rides like mad to see his about-to-be-married love

beyond the peering eyes of others. His driven horse stands "down there stretched out, with his

eyeballs bulging, heaving as if he'd just come back from the end of the world." The conflicts of love

and the Bridegroom's Mother, who has lost her husband and her other son to violence, and the

building passion, hate, love and the continual imagery of the wild horse--representing Leonardo

himself?--build in poetic images and language that begins in the real and subtly transforms to

surrealistic images of the moon who exposes the hidden shadows, then returns to the poetically



real. In some aspects, the images of horse and rider hint at the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse,

but a knowledge of them is unnecessary to experience the passion of this play written by a friend of

the then young Salvador Dali. The play is worth reading for its visual imagery alone, but it also

encompasses a powerful story of passion, betrayal, hate, violence and love.

For my daughters' play rehearsals was great

Is a play, I never read plays, I prefer novels.Is a mix with love, hate, scare, perfidy, death, the

mother hate knifes.I didn`t like so much, maybe I didn`t understand the play.I don`t read another

work from GarcÃ­a Lorca, maybe I need to study why is so important.

very beautiful play....really poetry. Sensitive translation.

Beautiful, poetic, mysterious. Love it!
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